io6      Truth on the Tragedy of France
Finally, more than four years ago, on March yth, 1936,
the German Chancellor violated, tore up and reduced to
a thousand shreds a treaty concluded of their own free
will by his predecessors, who had asked for it, and which
Hitler himself had undertaken to respect. Now he
repudiated the Treaty of Locarno, and announced for the
next day the remilitarisation of the Rhineland.
That day, after hurling his challenge, Hitler was breath-
less. His generals had advised against his action. He
had overruled them, counting on the pusillanimity and
indolence which characterised the policy of France and
Great Britain at that time. France and Great Britain
remained passive. The French troops did not stir, at a
moment when no more than a policing operation was
called for. Hitler won. It was on that day that the war
which began in September, 1939, was declared I Declared
by the deficiency and shirking of France and Great Britain
in the face of a clear duty!
Declared by the Ministers of National Defence of the
Sarraut Cabinet, General Maurin, Minister of War ;
M. Pietri, Minister of Marino; M. Dtfat, Minister of Air;
all of whom, to excuse themselves for venturing nothing,
took refuge behind the necessity of a general mobilisation !
M. Sarraut and M. P. E. Flanclin had at first solemnly
decided in favour of the act of force* They yielded.
M. Piene Etienne Flandin came back from London with a
document testifying to the goodwill of England for later
on. Ah! living through that, how powerless one felt to
prevent the worst folly and the worst cowardice from
getting the better of common sense and national interests 1
I was one of the few people in the French press to take
the risk of rebelling against a weakness which I denounced
as " Putting an assured premium on aggression."
" // France yielded/9 I ventured to write, " it would
be an encouragement to trample her underfoot in another
war/' Some days later when I understood that the
irreparable fault was about to be committed, I drew th